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ECUADOR UPDATE

But Is It Safe?
I had just awakened when my friend Jason knocked on my hotel room door.
He said something was happening in the streets. I hurried to get ready and
joined him in the courtyard. Looking to the highway we saw burning tires
blocking the road, busses and taxis lined up as far as we could see, and a large
group of protesters. This was not the impression I was hoping for as my
friend visited Ecuador for the first time. For the next four days we walked

“Is it safe to live in
Ecuador?” Safety is
an interesting idea
for those who follow
Christ Crucified!
Gal. 2:20
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across the protest line to a car we had stashed beyond the
roadblocks and drove into the mountains to encourge and teach
our brothers in Santa Isabel.

Jason and Timothy
serving Christ in
Santa Isabel.

Despite the chaos, we offered three days
of seminary classes, we took part in a
baptism and we worshipped with our
brotheren. We then had to make our way
to the Cuenca airport. Our group was
stopped at the edge of Santa Isabel by
protesters who by God’s grace eventually
let us through! We may have been the last
vehicle allowed through the roadblock
before all roads were shut down for
twelve days.

Snapshots of
Ecuador

We often hear the question “Is Ecuador Safe?” Many expats and
retirees who experienced the national protests are trying to
answer that question. The answer does not weigh as much for us
as it may for others. We are called to serve Christ in Ecuador and
we follow after the one who gave His life to complete His mission!
Safely following Christ was never an option but if we obey His
calling we will live a life worth living, safe or not.

Seminary Update
One of the ministries we are honored to work with in Ecuador is
the ministry of the Church of God Seminary in Quito. Last year the
Seminary resourced each pastor and enlisted them to teach classes
which addressed the unique needs that each local church face.
This year classes will be held in Quito. We already have several
great teachers lined up and we are excited about what God is
doing through this essential training ministry.

Children of Promise Update

Top: a family offering a
song at the Santa Clara
Church.

Last year we were honored to host a visitation team from Children
of Promise. The team met and interviewed each child in the
program over a period of six days. The kids loved the team’s visit.
We love the encouragement that they brought to each child.

Middle: Timothy and Rev.
Jorge Palacios serving
Christ in Santa Isabel.

In Ecuador to be selected as a Child of Promise is a privilege. The
children and families who participate in this worthy program are
very grateful.

Bottom: The Downing
Family, your Missionaries
in Ecuador.

THE DOWNING FAMILY MINISTRY

JANUARY 2020

WWW.OURMISSIONPATH.COM

If you would like to become a “padrino” and sponsor a child from
Ecuador we have several children who have been accepted into the
program but are waiting for sponsors. To begin a life changing
relationship with one of our children of promise please contact the
home office through their website (echildrenofpromise.org).

Go Where You Sow!

We have 12 COP program
sites. We currently serve 85
kids, with several on the
waiting list.

We believe if at all possible you should go where you sow! With that
in mind we want to thank you for sowing love, prayer,
encouragement and money into this Ecuadorian ministry. We want
to invite you to visit us and see how we represent you on the mission
field. We consider ourselves the hands and feet of your extended
ministry to Ecuador and we would love to show you what you are investing in.

The Greeneville Tennessee Chruch of God visited us last year and their presence made a huge
difference in the lives of the believers in Pisambilla near Cayambe. The group came to build walls for
a new church building but they ended up breaking down cultural and linguistic walls as they worked
alongside of thier Ecuadorian brothers and sisters in Christ.

Downing Family Update
We are honored to work diligently fulfilling the Great Commissoin here in Ecuador. When your work
is a calling, vacations seem less important. But when you live away from family and friends an
occasional furlough is very important. Last month during
Christmas we were able to visit family in the United States.
It was the first time in three years that Angelita and the kids
were able to reconnect with much of their stateside family. It
was a wonderful and emotional time as we tried to catch up
on hugs, kisses and conversations. We tried to leave nothing
unsaid. We very much appreciate the sacrifice our family has
made in support of our missionary service. It is not easy to
send your brother or sister, your son or daughter, your
cousin or grandchildren to the “ends of the earth.”
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Will You Help Us?
Our hearts
overflow with so
much gratitude
for you! Your love,
encouragement,
commitment &
prayers enable us
to follow Christ
closely with
confidence. We
know we are
fortunate among
missionaries
because we do not
have to worry
about your
support.
Thank you! We
look forward to
many years of
ministry with you.
Remember, you
are in our prayers
daily!

We are honored that you are supporting our missionary work in
Ecuador! We need you to do one simple thing for us above and
beyond your prayers, encouragement and support. Will you share
us with your friends? We are nearly fully funded, all we need is a
few more monthly partners and we can sleep well knowing the
Body of Christ will fully fund our work.
Mission Quest makes it very easy to share your passion about our
ministry with your social media feeds. Will you take some time
today to visit our Mission Quest page (www.missionquest.org/173)
and begin a
fundraising
campaign for us?
To help us in this
simple way we
need you to visit
our Mission Quest
page, click on the
green button that
says “start a
fundraising
campaign” located
under our family
photo, then follow
the instructions
on your screen.
We thank you in
advance for this
simple act of love
for us!
Blessings,
Timtohy, Angelita, Tim 2, Esperanza, Ezequiel,
Elias & Adelena
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