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E

cuador has gone
through some very
difficult times
recently. A year ago in
October of 2019 the entire
Ecuadorian economy shut
down during a national
strike (Paro National).
Nobody could buy or sell
for 15 days. This caused
untold damage to the
economy. Many families
struggled to put food on the table. When the economy shut down for just 15 days the road to recovery
was long and difficult. Fast forward to March of 2020 and the economy shut down again, this time
for seven months and counting. An already hurting people have become destitute. Many have fallen
from the ranks of the rich, the middle-class hardly exists and the
numbers of poor have swollen. Currently the Ecuadorian
Friends this is an interactive
government has reported an 85% unemployment rate. Hunger is
newsletter. If you are
crouching at the door and families are once again struggling to put
viewing it on a computer
you can click on any
food on the table. There is a hunger crisis throughout the country
underlined word to be
and as believers we are called to help in any way we can.
Matthew 25 is a very interesting chapter of the New Testament. It
teaches us three very important truths. The chapter begins with the
parable of the ten virgins. The first truth we encounter is to be
prepared for when we see Jesus. Admittedly, the parable is about
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being prepared for Christ’s return but we should be prepared for
anytime we see him move in our lives in the meantime.
The second section of Matthew 25 is the parable of the Talents.
These words of Christ teach us to be faithful and smart with what
we have been given.

Because you care:

The third truth we see from Matthew 25 is that the expectation of
a follower of Christ is to help those we can when we can. When the
terrible effects of our sin sick world are evident in the lives of
those around us we are to act. Regardless if we see our neighbor in
the grip of thirst, hunger, sickness, nakedness, or incarceration
we, who are bearers of Christ’s light are to help. This does not
mean that the Gospel we follow is a social gospel but it does mean
that the Gospel we follow has changed our thoughts and
sensitivities toward the love of God and the needs of our
neighbors.
We want you to know that we were prepared to feed ourselves, our
neighbors and those we are called to serve during this difficult
time. We have always set aside some food, water and other
provisions so that we may help those in need. So when the
pandemic hit we were ready to serve. When we saw Jesus moving
during this time of hunger we were prepared to follow Him.
We also want you to know that we have been faithful and smart to
the best of our ability with the Talents God has given us. When we
arrived in Ecuador we were instructed to live in an expensive
location with big walls and armed guards. After we changed the
way we are sent into the
mission field we were able to
live more humbly, with a
smaller home and a larger yard.
We now pay half of the cost for
rent than we were paying which
gives us more funds to put
toward helping others. We have
maxed out our large yard for
food production so that we may
help others. Eventually we hope
to buy a farm of 0ur own so
To help us give food click
that we may invest even more
here or scan the QR code
of the work of our hands and
above!
the funds that you give us into
the ministry.
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The brothers and sisters
here in Ecuador very much
appreciate your love and
support in their time of
need. We do too! Words
cannot express the
gratitude we hold in our
hearts for you. Thank you
for loving your extended
church family during this
very difficult time.

2

DECEMBER 1, 2020

WWW.OURMISSIONPATH.COM

Finally, we want you to know that our philosophy of giving has always been “if we have it and we see
someone in need of it, we will give it.” This gives us the opportunity to enter into people’s lives at
their point of need. We want to offer you an opportunity to stand with us as we help others in a
Matthew 25 kind of way.
Since the beginning of the pandemic supporters have donated a little over twelve thousand dollars for
the food fund. Your generosity has enabled us to give much needed food to and through the churches
we work with. When we give food to a church they distribute it among the brethren and their
neighbors. Through your sacrificial giving, hundreds of families have been fed! Hundreds more are
awaiting the blessing of God.
-Timothy and Angelita

T

Disciple!
he Disciple! teaching series is a labor of love. The contents were originally a series of
seminary class lectures given at the S.E.T.E. Seminary in Quito, Ecuador. After giving
the lectures in 2017 I clarified the teaching and formatted it in a book. During the
pandemic it was obvious that seminary classes would need to be offered
online this year which meant I needed to add “video production” to my
skillset. In order to develop the skills I needed to teach online classes in
Spanish I produced Disciple! for our loving ministry partners in the
States. What I learned about video editing is invaluable for our ministry
here.

We offer this teaching series to you for individual or group study. We
know of one small group and one Sunday school class who have already
used the series for their curriculum. Check it out
and if you use it please let us know so that we can
pray along with you or your group as you study the Great Commission of
Jesus Christ.
Click here to buy
the book Disciple!

My deep desire is that every individual Christian and the church as a
whole will rediscover the Great Commission of Jesus Christ our Lord, that
we will honor His vision for His church, and that we will return to the
biblical pattern of Kingdom expansion that turned the world upside down.
In short, I hope all believers everywhere will honor the Great Commission
and “Disciple!”
-Timothy
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Click here to go to
the Disciple! series.
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Seminary Update:

he S.E.T.E. Seminary in Quito Ecuador has always used a yearly intensive class approach. The
first week of August is a national holiday and so the Seminary has used this time to offer
several week long classes to “equip the church for every good work.” The past two Augusts
have not lent themselves to this traditional pattern. This fact has encouraged us to look for additional
ways to connect with our students.
In that vain, the Seminary has begun producing a podcast for the edification and education of the
church in Ecuador and all Spanish speaking people. We are busy building a library of early Church of
God and holiness works in podcast format. We hope to offer a treasure trove of clear biblical teaching
in the Spanish language. Currently we are producing an extensive collection of Doctrinal works that
are in the public domain. Soon we will be producing classes and teaching series from our pastors here
in Ecuador.
Although we are eager to meet face to face again we are simply not able to at this time. We hope and
pray that we will reunite in person in the near future. This is an issue that we humbly ask that you
pray about. We are busy trying to plan the next summer’s intensive week for the Seminary. The
problem is the current COVID restrictions prevent us from meeting and we are not sure what, if any,
restrictions will exist next summer. We are currently planning as though we will be restriction free
next summer. We could sure use some Divine insight on this issue.
-Timothy

The Roar of The Waters of Baptism
On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let him
come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow
rivers of living water.’”
-John 7:37-38

L

ife has essentially stood still in Ecuador since the first COVID case
was brought here from Europe. Since March travel has been
restricted, the economy shut down, and freedom of worship ceased.
In addition to the government imposed restrictions fear gripped the people.
Images of dead bodies piled on the streets of the second largest city and
horror stories coming from the
socialized healthcare system
stoked the fires of fear. In many
ways the church was paralyzed by
government edict and societal fear.
But the Mount of Olives Church in
Cangahua faced their fear because
their message of salvation was too
important to remain hidden away in “jars of clay.”
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The Mount of Olives Church decided to visit every family in the six rural communities surrounding
their church building during the pandemic. Their goal was simply to share the love, hope, and
salvation of Jesus Christ during the COVID crisis. Because of their willingness to act counter
culturally and show they care about their neighbors with a visit, the church has grown during the
COVID lockdown!
On Sunday, October, 25 our family was invited to a
baptism service. Early in the morning Tim2 and I drove
to the Mount of Olives Church building and gathered
with the brethren. We then loaded up into several
pickup trucks, two buses, and our family SUV and drove
an hour further into the mountains to some thermal
springs. We gathered at the banks of the Pissimbilla
River and worshiped. Seventeen new believers were
baptized as the Church sang Spanish and Quichua
hymns to our gracious Lord.
Throughout history the roar of the waters of baptism have
called to those who are thirsty for salvation. When any of
those who thirst come to Jesus and partake of the water he
gives them, the Scripture says, they “will never thirst
again.”
Friend, if you are reading our
missionary newsletter chances are
that you have already tasted the
“living water” that only Christ Jesus
offers and experienced the roar of the
waters of baptism. But, if you have not been saved from your sins we encourage
you to heed the eternal call: “Let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who
desires take the water of life without price.” -Revelation 22:17
If you would like to see more photos or watch a video of the Baptism service click here or scan the
image above.
-Timothy and Tim2
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Family Update:

We recorded a family interview about the COVID-19 restrictions we have been living in since
March. We encourage you to watch it by clicking here.

A

Looking Ahead:

s this year is quickly coming to a close we are busy planing for next year. We
invite you to check out our “groups” tab on our website
(www.ourmissionpath.com/groups). We would love to begin a conversation
with you about visiting us here in Ecuador. We love it when people experience our
mission path in a tangible way!

A

Christmas Devotions

nnually we have posted Christmas devotions on our website. These short family oriented
devotions are written to bring you and your family into greater dedication to our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. In today’s Covid riddled world many Sunday school classes, small
groups and churches are looking for ways to connect on line. We encourage you to share the link to
these daily devotions so that your group or family can travel to the manger with us in
unity of thought.
Each daily devotion is posted in both written and podcast form. Each is easy to
understand and simple to share. You can receive each Christmas Devotion and
everything we post automatically by following us at www.ourmissionpath.com

W

Thanksgiving

e have so much for which to be thankful! Ecuador has been hit particularly hard by both
the Coronavirus and the mitigation efforts. We have seen brethren die both because of the
virus and because of the lockdown to fight the virus. But we are very thankful. We thank
God for you every time we think of you. Your dedication to us allows us to dedicate ourselves to those
who we are called to serve. Your love, prayers, encouragement and support allows us to walk along
side our friends here in Ecuador. Thank you for joining us along our mission path.
DOWNING FAMILY MINISTRY
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Love, Adelena, Tim 2, Ezequiel, Angelita, Timothy, Elias, and Esperanza
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