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Seminary 2021 
This year our Seminary program will hit the road! We are still under ever 
changing COVID restrictions in Ecuador. After much discussion with our 
Church leaders we have decided to offer limited size weekend classes to be 
held at various churches throughout the remainder of the year. This will 
entail a lot of travel for Timothy and for our professors.  

Our focus this year is to encourage each student to serve with boldness 
especially in the darkest time.      

If you would like to be involved with this ministry in any way  please let us 
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know at downing@ourmissionpath.com.   

Woman’s Retreat 
Everyone needs encouragement. After a year of pandemic 
lockdowns and other mitigation efforts isolation and stress are 
the norm. This isolation and stress is often shouldered by the 
woman of the home. Angelita is offering a woman’s conference 
to help encourage the ladies of the church.  

This special reunion will be offered in the countryside, away 
from the city to allow us the space needed to meet legally. We 
have high hopes for this conference. We did not budget it in 
our ministry budget this year but we know that God will 
provide. If you would like to know how you can help make this 
a success please write us at downing@ourmissionpath.com 
and we be happy to discuss it with you.  

COVID-19 
“While COVID-19 is receding in much of the world, the 
pandemic is raging in South America, which has just 5% of the 
world’s population but now accounts for a quarter of the global 
death toll. 

Almost a million people have died across 12 countries in the 
region. Amid another devastating surge, Brazil surpassed 
500,000 this past weekend, with the virus killing seven times 
as many people per capita each day than in hard-hit 
India. Colombia and Argentina, which together have 95 million 
people, are tallying three times as many deaths each day as all 
of Africa. Of the 10 countries around the world with the 
highest daily death rates per capita, seven are now in South 
America. Collectively, the region’s death rate per capita is eight 
times the world’s rate. 

The aftershocks of the pandemic in South America are likely to 
reverberate for years to come. It has pushed millions back into 
poverty, hobbled economies and deprived some of the most 
needy children of schooling for more than a year. 

Some overwhelmed hospitals have had to put on hold 
preventive care for conditions such as cancer, setting the 
region up for an explosion of other health problems in the 
coming years. 

The country with the world’s highest daily death rate is now 
landlocked Paraguay, with 19 times as many deaths than the 
U.S. per capita. With 50 million people, Colombia has 
recorded about 4,200 deaths from Covid-19 over the past week
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—about 50% more than the whole of Africa.” -Samantha Pearson and Luciana Magalhaes 

Friends, the excerpt above from a news story on a popular expat website gives you a glimpse into 
the COVID-19 realities on the ground here in South America. We are praying diligently about the 
aftershocks of the pandemic here in Ecuador. We pray that God will lead us into the right ministry 
at the right time. Currently we are providing food to our churches who are distributing it to the 
brethren and their neighbors.  

COVID-19 Precautions 
We have been asked several times about the precautions we take as we minister here in Ecuador. 
It has been no secret that we have continued our face to face ministry as much as legally posible 
during the pandemic. We have visited several people who where suffering from COVID-19 and 
cared for them in various ways. We believe that followers of Christ should brave plagues, 
pandemics and all kinds of danger to care for those in need. Historically the church has relied on 
their heavenly citizenship in order to care not only for the brethren but those who can’t claim 
eternity with Christ. We take the eternal view. To live is Christ to die is gain.  

When we visit someone who is infected with the virus we take Hydroxychloroquine as a 
precaution. We have used this method throughout the pandemic. We have also supplemented our 
diet with zinc and a wide range of vitamins. Our main concern is not for us, it is for those we visit. 
After we visit someone we know has the virus we quarantine before we visit another noninflected 
person.  

We continue to move forward in ministry with prayer, research and caution.  

Love, Adelena, Timothy, Esperanza, Angelita, Elias, Ezequiel, Tim 
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